
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council 

AGENDA ITEM MEMO:      Agenda Item # 8 

DATE:  November 14, 2013  

SUBJECT: Request to combine DNR appropriation recommendations HA-03 Vermillion River WMA 
Acquisition into PA-01, DNR WMA and Scientific and Natural Area Acquisition. 
 
PRESENTING: Bill Becker 
 

Background:  The Department of Natural Resources has submitted a draft accomplishment plan for HA-
03 Vermillion River WMA that describes in greater detail the process to acquire land in Dakota County.  
 
The Council voted on Sept. 20, 2013 to recommend $4.25 million to the Department of Natural 
Resources for the acquisition of parcels to be included in the Vermillion WMA. This acquisition of 425 
acres of property is currently owned by Cemstone and a private party. The proposal does contain several 
unique acquisition features, including the method of appraisal used to determine fair market value; the 
planned gravel mining of the property for a period of ten years and the related phased restoration of the 
property; the role of the Conservation Fund in the land negotiation and timing of the acquisition; and a 
proposed Dakota County paved trail along the Vermillion River. 
 
In a letter dated Oct. 11, 2013, Commissioner Landwehr requested that the council’s appropriation 
recommendation for PA-01 DNR WMA and Scientific and Natural Area Acquisition be combined with HA-
03 Vermillion River WMA Acquisition into one appropriation with one accomplishment plan. This 
request is intended to simplify the administration of all DNR WMA acquisition projects.  
 
 
Suggested Motion:  Motion placed before the council to approve the Commissioner of DNR’s request to 
combine its appropriation recommendations HA-03, Vermillion River WMA Acquisition into PA-01, DNR 
WMA and Scientific and Natural Area Acquisition. 
 
Suggested Procedure:  The council will hear testimony from the Department of Natural Resource staff 
regarding this request. The council hears motions and discussions and votes on any motions put forth.  
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